
Bible Study:
Lesson 4.3 - Ecclesiology
Thursday, March 11, 2010

Quick review:
1. Discipleship
2. The Person & Work of Jesus (his role & relationships in the Trinity)
3. Church - starting tonight! (probably take 3 or 4 weeks on this). We will answer the 

question, “What is the Church?”
4. REVIEW:

a. We all have a perspective & a bias. (the trick is to come more into line with 
scripture rather than hang onto our biases)

b. Descriptive vs. Prescriptive
c. Ecclesiology (doctrine of the church) is not most important, but it VERY important.
d. Nagging Q: What do you say to the person who says, ʻI love Jesus, but I donʼt 

love the churchʼ? A: Either 1) You donʼt actually know and love Jesus like you say 
you do, or 2) You are lacking in your understanding of the church (and the church 
youʼve known doesnʼt either).

e. New Covenant
f. Definition (below)
g. Essential attributes of the church...view on my blog.
h. Ministries of the Church...view on my blog.

TONIGHT: Ecclesiology: What is the Church?
5. OVERVIEW:

a. Definition of the Church: The church is Christ's body: those whom the Father 
has called to faith in his Son. Each is empowered by gifts of the Holy Spirit and 
humbly live together pursuing unified covenantal community in an ever-purifying 
expression of the mission for which they exist. Led by male elders, and served by 
deacons/deaconesses, they gather regularly under common confession to 
properly glorify God and center themselves on Christ through song, participation 
in Communion and proclamation of the Word. Discipline, repentance, baptisms, 
and true care for those in need will be common as they both realize God's reign 
now and expect Christ's return.

b. The Growth of the Church: (spiritual gifts)
i. Eph 4:11-16 the purpose - maturity
ii. 1 Pet 4:10
iii. 1 Cor 12:7
iv.[1 Cor 14:4-5 (“so that the church may be built up”)]
v. Spiritual Gifts:

1. apostle
2. prophecy
3. teachers/pastor-teachers
4. evangelists



5. word of wisdom & word of knowledge
6. exhortation
7. leading/administration
8. faith
9. service/helping
10.acts of mercy
11.gifts of healing
12.workings of miracles
13.distinguishing of spirits
14.kinds of tongues
15.interpretation of tongues
16.other “gifts”

vi.Refer to Allisonʼs book for definitions
c. The Purity and Unity of the Church:

i. Diagram (refer to Allisonʼs book).
ii. Purity: “the purity of the church is its degree of freedom from wrong doctrine 

and conduct, and its degree of conformity to Godʼs revealed will for the 
church” (Grudem)
1. 1 Cor 1:2 (already pure)
2. Eph 5:25-27 (in process)
3. must ask: Are we more or less pure with regard to the essential 

characteristics and ministries of the church? Or, are we free from error & 
more conformed to Godʼs revealed will, or less in these areas?

4. working toward purity requires deep humility & submission to the Spirit of 
God.

5. 4 Qʼs for Christians to answer before leaving their church. (ref to my notes)
iii.Unity: “affirming the unity of the church means affirming that the church, which 

is endowed with oneness, pursues the goal of perfect unity by working 
diligently to maintain its unity” (Allison)
1. John 17:20-23
2. Maintaining church unity requires deep humility
3. p.135 “Vintage Church” - what destroys unity?

d. Church Discipline:
i. next week

e. Church Government & Leadership:
i. next week

f.

6. Questions:
a. (DIDI TEUFEL) Is it good for Godʼs church to have all these denominations that 

exist today? As Paul said, 'Donʼt call yourselves…..' this or that.
i. ANSWER: Yes and no. Picture the spectrum of PURE vs. IMPURE churches. 

At some point along that spectrum you have a “false” church. So many of our 
divisions have been over “true” & “false” issues. Once you get those out of the 
way, then we have the divisions between “pure” vs. “less pure” churches.



1. Dr. Gregg Allison talked about how it is wrong for us to leave a less pure 
church for a more pure church just because we donʼt like the people or 
music or something. (refer to notes from class on this)

ii. ANSWER: It is good that we have many churches who reach various types of 
people from various walks of life. But on the other hand, many of our churches 
have not

b. (JEFF BESELT) Church is people meeting and learning about Jesus from the 
word and each other. We're having church in a cabin this weekend! No 
powerpoint. No power. Just a wood stove, warm tea, people and the Word. I think 
we often get carried away about what "church" needs to be. Simpler and smaller 
can be useful.

c. (BENNY) Invisible: the bride of Christ, the body of born again believers, filled with 
the holy spirit sworn into the arms of the bridegroom Christ, by his precious blood. 
Whose life is in complete adoration and submission to the perfect Prince.
Visible: the hands and feet of Christ. Carrying, protecting, and projecting the 
gospel, globally, nationally, regionally, locally, immediately. Uniting in thought word 
and deed to minister the lost and to each other, under the roof of the trinity lead 
church faculty/venue.
i. "under the roof of the trinity lead church faculty/venue" = The people of the 

universal church coming together under the leadership of the church elders 
(etc.) and usually inside the church venue (building, house, van, park etc.). 
The word trinity is used to identify that the trinity is our example of - one may 
lead one may follow but both are equal in value as the bride of Christ.

ii. ANSWER = YES.
d. (JILL RODY) a physical building housing the like hearts and minds of the spiritual 

following of Christ. Does it need to be MORE? Aren't the precepts of the Bible to 
be KNOWN in the individual, and expressed individually? Is the local Church 
responsible for the individual?

e. (BENNY) Who gets to say where the money gets spent?
f.

7.

Schedule
1. Dec 17 - Discipleship & Spiritual Formation
2. Dec 24 - <cancelled>
3. Dec 31 - <cancelled>
4. Jan 7 - Discipleship con't
5. Jan 14 - <cancelled>
6. Jan 21 - Discipleship con't
7. Jan 28 - Christology
8. Feb 4 - <postponed>
9. Feb 11 - Christology con't
10.Feb 18 - Ecclesiology - definition & essence
11.Feb 25 - <cancelled>
12.Mar 4 - Ecclesiology - ministries
13.Mar 11 - Ecclesiology - leadership



14.Mar 18 - Ecclesiology - q & a
15.Mar 25 - <cancelled>
16.Apr  1 - Missiology
17.?? - continued?


